
Sailability at Swarkestone Sailing Club was officially opened on 25 June 2000, by the 

Mayor of Derby, Ashok Kalia. It was attended by many people with good publicity for 

the Rotary Club. 

Since then, a number of extra boats have been added to the Sailability fleet, to reflect the 

amount of interest in the project from the local community. Over the years, the sessions 

take place every Wednesday from March to October, During that time, Harvey Harrison 

was still running the sessions and ensuring all the boats and equipment was maintained 

throughout the year, doing most of the repairs himself.  When he died in 2011 Sailability 

did not continue. The sessions need a senior instructor present to be allowed to go on, and 

without Harvey, there wasnôt one. It took 18 months to meet all of these requirements, but 

the two new senior instructors, Terry Radford and Carl Martin, were able to begin 

Sailability once again, on 3 April 2013. Groups of participants from Newlands House 

Care Home in Netherseal; Whitemoor Day Centre in Belper and Wetherby Day Centre in 

Alvaston were there on the first Wednesday back. 
 

At this time the ú1000 donated by the Auxerre Rotary Club at its recent twining  meeting 

is being considered to be spent purchasing items for the Sailing Club. 

On Wednesday 26th October is the End of Season Party and Presentations. 
 

(Your Editor is indebted to Past President Chris Walker PHF for remembering so much 

detail of this Club project, especially since his records were passed to the Club Archive 

Officer some years ago and are missing.) 

President Peter who had a serious back 

operation, had been unable to install 

Adrian Heaton as President Elect. He 

carried out this duty at the end of 

September. 

Peter is recovering slowly and walking 

with the aid of a stick and appropriate 

medication. 

The Club appreciates his commitment by 

turning up at meetings so soon after his 

operation. 

Rotarian Peter Angus, President 2016-2017 
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Rotarian Peter Hammond from the Sherwood 

Sunrisers Rotary Club remembered trolley 

buses, back enders and clippies. 

Peter in his introduction spoke about his 

childhood memories and in particular going to 

school on the bus from the age of seven. He was 

also both a bus conductor and a bus driver for 

the Nottingham City Transport having joined the 

South Notts bus company at Gotham in 1980. 

He really enjoyed those early years as a bus 

conductor before driving for 4 years before 

becoming part-time when joining a local 

museum. He has also driven for Barton's from 1991 to the late 90s and more recently 

Silverdale coaches. 

The main part of the talk was in the form of a slide show accompanied by Peter's very 

entertaining commentary. The slides included 

the history of our buses over the past 100 years 

including the trams and trolley buses. 1957 was 

the Diamond Jubilee of Nottingham buses and 

1966 saw the last trolley bus in Nottingham. 

Other buses covered included the Trent Motor 

Traction in the 1920's, Lamcote coaches, the 

Barton Glider, Midland General, South Notts 

Bus company and Gash's of Newark. 

Another surprising fact was the amount of 

Nottingham City Transport buses that can still 

be seen in one guise or another at various 

locations around the country. They are to be 

found as far afield as Stratford and Edinburgh, to 

name but two of the many cities that our old 

buses still operate in 

Peter signed off by saying "Ding Dong ï Hold 

tight Please" 

 

 

Peter arrived early and set out his 

exhibition of memorabilia which 

included model buses, name plates, 

photographs and a ñClippieò 

PP Peter Crook PHF gave the vote of 

thanks remembering his experiences as 

a Traffic Manager.  Peter presented a 

cheque for the Nottingham Heritage 

Vehicles Charity 



Our group at Conference plus a couple from the Doncaster Club. 

Doncaster is one of the Clubs which joined our District this July. 

I had hoped to print President Peterôs report of the Conference 

which he delivered on Tuesday 11th October. 

However the postal service has let us down. I shall include it in 

the next edition. 

Don 

It is hoped that local Primary Schools will plant 

bulbs for next spring to celebrate Polio Day. 

SATURDAY 19th 

NOVEMBER 2016  

at St Maryôs Church Hall, 

Darley Lane. 

Chris and Irfan will arrange 

the evening whilst Nita and 

Yasmin will be catering. 

In 1999 the committee at Swarkestone Sailing Club decided to expand their facilities and 

be the first club in Derbyshire to provide sailing for disabled people. An influential 

member of that Committee, Harvey Harrison, was a key driving force behind the project, 

having seen the success of Sailability at Rutland Water. 

Graham  Woodward was Derby South President and a member of the Sailing Club. He 

persuaded the club to take on the task of supporting the project and Rotarian Chris 

Walker became fund raising officer. 

A committee was formed which included Lew Dann and Harvey Harrison from the 

sailing club, plus Graham and Chris. The Sailing club concentrated on raising funds for 

the extension to the clubhouse, to include disabled toilets, showers and changing 

facilities, and a wheelchair path from the clubhouse down to the launching pontoon. Our 

club concentrated on raising funds to purchase as many "Access" sailing dinghies as 

possible, which are virtually un-capsizable boats and very easy to control, perfect for 

people with varying disabilities. Also an electric special hoist on the pontoon to lift 

disabled people in and out of the boats. 

The sailing club had functions to raise money and made a successful Lottery grant 

application for the building works. Other grants were also received from Derbyshire CC 

and South Derbyshire CC. 

 

Derby South held a Ball, a Millionaires evening at Foremarke Hall and a large Auction, 

plus many smaller events and raised enough to purchase two boats, the hoist and its 

installation. 

The Club set about persuading others to help and eventually succeeded in buying 8 boats, 

which were given inspirational names such as Independence, Freedom, Defiance, Spirit 

of Rotary, and others. 

Sponsors included Derby South Rotary(2 boats), Etwall & Hilton Rotary(1 boat), other 

1220 District clubs(1 boat), Toyota UK(1 boat), Nita Walker and Pam Anderson(1 boat). 

Each boat cost approx £2500. Our club fundraising for the project was in total about 

£12000. 

 


